
Rieu (see the interview on pages 34 to 37) 
was born and raised in the city of Maas-
tricht. Despite his international success, 
which carries him and his orchestra all 
around the globe, Maastricht remains his 
home. Says Rieu, ‘People constantly ask 
me, why not move to New York, Paris or 
London? But Maastricht is the most beauti-
ful, cosy and friendly city in the world. It’s 
conveniently located, but most of all it’s the 
city I call home. I feel everybody needs a 
place they can call home.’ Maastricht is sit-
uated in the centre of Western Europe and 
it may well be this positioning that gives 
the city its special character. It has a vibe 
reminiscent of the exuberant South; qual-
ity of life is important to its inhabitants and 

visitors alike. As Rieu puts it: ‘The Dutch 
are known to be sober, practical people, 
but I feel there is a distinct difference be-
tween the province of Limburg and the rest 
of Holland. The same goes for our Belgian 
neighbours. People down south seem to be 
a bit more lavish and exuberant.’

Vrijthof concerts
Despite his busy schedule, Rieu performs 
in his hometown at Maastricht’s Vrijthof 
Square every year. The square in front of 
the Sint Jans church and Sint Servaas ba-
silica, normally occupied by the patrons 
from the adjoining bars, restaurants and 
terraces, will be transformed into an open-
air stage this summer for a series of con-

certs on 16, 17 and 18 July. ‘Our Vrijthof 
performances have become an annual tra-
dition. We started out with three concerts; 
this year we will be giving eight! It seems 
as though the entire city breaks out in cele-
bration. These performances have won a 
special place in our hearts; there is nothing 
better than playing at home.’

The good life
The good life as it is lived in Maastricht is 
clearly evidenced by its many boutiques, 
restaurants and terraces. With its compact 
city centre, almost all the highlights are 
within walking distance. Maastricht has 
the highest density of cafés in Holland, so 
you are sure to find a venue you’ll enjoy. In 

the words of Rieu himself: ‘There are many 
beautiful sites and locations in Maastricht 
and its surroundings, which you should 
definitely experience for yourself.’

aastricht is the capital of the 
Dutch province of Limburg. 
Home to just under 120,000 

inhabitants, the city spans both sides of 
the river Maas in the south-eastern corner 
of the Netherlands, just a few kilometres 
from the borders with both Belgium and 
Germany. It was the first Dutch city with 
medieval city rights, making it the oldest 
city in the Netherlands. Maastricht has a 
rich history which is reflected in the his-
torical centre with many Romanesque 
buildings and squares, giving the city an 
undeniable charm and grandeur.
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Du Moulin line
The Du Moulin line, a national monument 

also known as the Works, is an area near-

ly 15 hectares in size where eight entire 

outdoor fortifications remain intact from 

the last line of defence around 18th-

century Maastricht. From 1773 to 1777, 

fortifications expert Du Moulin developed 

the plans for the Hoge Fronten, consist-

ing of a network of dry trenches and bas-

tions containing bomb shelters and mine 

galleries. One of these spaces has been 

converted into an exhibition area and is 

open to visitors.

www.vvv-maastricht.eu

‘t Bassin
This unique location in Maastricht, where 

the past and present meet, houses an 

authentic and completely renovated 

inner harbour, offering anchorage for 

graceful yachts and boats, as well as 

playing host to several trendy restau-

rants. The renovated warehouses rise 

grandly above the quay and its under-

ground wharves, where regional and ex-

otic delicacies tantalise the taste buds 

of visitors. In good weather, you can re-

lax on the terraces of one of the many 

spacious sidewalk cafés overlooking the 

water. And if the weather is less than 

ideal, you can explore the many historic 

and inviting underground wharves.

www.tbassin.nl

Facts & Figures
Budget hotels	 39 rooms / 79 beds
Standard hotels	 2,514 rooms / 5,062 beds
Luxury hotels	 1,472 rooms / 2,803 beds
Maastricht - Amsterdam Airport Schiphol	 195 km  
Maastricht - Maastricht - Aachen Airport 	 9 km
Maastricht - Brussels Airport (BE)	 100 km
Maastricht - Düsseldorf Airport (GE)	 100 km
Largest venue	 MECC Maastricht
Capacity largest auditorium	 1,650 pax

www.maastrichtconventionbureau.com




