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aastricht is situated on both

borders of the river Maas in

the south-eastern corner of
the Netherlands. Thanks to its strategic
geography, practically bordering both
Belgium and Germany, Maastricht is a
central point in Western Europe. Maas-
tricht has a rich history which is reflect-
ed in the old city centre with its many
Roman-style buildings and squares,
giving the city a sense of charm and
tradition. The capital of the Dutch prov-
ince of Limburg is home to just under
120,000 inhabitants, of which 5,000 are
students. The quality of life is important
to its inhabitants, a fact which is clearly
reflected in the city’s distinct character,
reminiscent of the exuberant South.

Preuvenemint

This emphasis on the quality of life
is ever so present during the annual
Preuvenemint, the biggest gastronom-
ic festival in the Netherlands. The word
Preuvenemint is a contraction of the
Maastricht words ‘preuve’ (to taste)
and ‘evenemint’ (event). The four-day
culinary event will be hosted on the
Vrijthof Square in the city centre. Dur-
ing the event the square will be trans-
formed into the largest, cosiest open
air restaurant in the world. Over thirty
stands act as impromptu restaurants
where visitors get the chance to taste
all sorts of products, both local and
exotic. Every ‘restaurant’ has a wide
selection of wine on offer as well as (lo-

cal) beers and soft drinks. A permanent
open-air stage will host a variety of live
music throughout the event. There is
no entrance fee for the Preuvenemint;
the live music can be enjoyed for free
while food and drinks can be paid for
with special Preuvenemint bills (known
as the preuvene-lappe). The event,
which donates its proceeds to char-
ity, attracts over 100,000 visitors each
year. If there is ever a moment to ex-
perience the true spirit of Maastricht
and taste all the good things in life, it
is during the Preuvenemint. The event
is held yearly in the last full weekend
of August. Maastricht is happy to wel-
come you to experience this year’s
28th edition from 27-30 August 2009.

Ideal setting

Maastricht is easily accessible.
Maastricht-Aachen Airport offers di-
rect access for charter flights, but the
city is also situated close to the in-
ternational airports of Brussels, Dus-
seldorf, Cologne and Amsterdam.
In addition, the Maastricht-Brussels
Express connects the city to the
European high-speed rail network.
This express train will bring you
from Brussels to Maastricht in less
than an hour and a half. Maastricht
is an ideal setting for your business
trip. The greater Maastricht area fea-
tures beautiful countryside, providing
many luxurious castles equipped with
modern facilities, while the compact

city centre offers many cafés, hotels,
shops and restaurants within easy
walking distance. A visit to Maas-
tricht will surely make any business
trip a success.

Facts & Figures

Total amount of rooms in % hotels 591
Total amount of rooms in %% hotels 2,476
Total amount of rooms in % % %% hotels 313
Maastricht - Amsterdam Airport Schiphol 195 km

(153 min. by train)
Maastricht - Maastricht - Aachen Airport 9km
Maastricht - Brussels Airport (BE) 100 km
Maastricht - Diisseldorf Airport (GE) 100 km

MECC Maastricht
1,650 pax

Largest venue
Capacity largest auditorium

www.maastrichtconventionbureau.com

FRESH DUTCH
TIPS

125 years Bonnefantenmuseum

10 - 14 July 2009

In 2009 the Bonnefantenmuseum celebrates its
125th birthday. For this occasion the museum
will host a number of special exhibitions. ‘Exile
on Main St.” (17 February - 16 August 2009) dis-
plays humour, exaggerations and anti-authoritar-
ianism in American art. ‘Palazzo’ (7 March 2008
- 31 December 2011) shows early Italian art in
the Netherlands (1900-1940). ‘Jordaens - The
Making of a Masterpiece’ (13 March - 14 June
2009) gives the visitor a unique picture of the
great Antwerp painter Jacob Jordaens around
the year 1625. ‘Queen and huntress chaste and
fair’ (13 March - 13 September 2009) displays
a series of tapestries with themes from Ovid’s
Metamorphoses. The tapestries, designed by
Karel van Mander, show the passion for mythol-
ogy that was displayed at the time. All these ex-
hibitions and more can be seen at the Bonnefan-
tenmuseum during the anniversary year 2009.
www.bonnefanten.nl

Selexyz Dominicanen

Bookshop Selexyz Dominicanen is housed in an
old church in the centre of Maastricht. The monu-
mental Dominican church was transformed into
a bookstore by architects Merkx+Girod, resulting
in an extraordinary combination of book complex

and church interior, preserving the unique land-
mark setting. It was praised by British newspaper
The Guardian as ‘possibly the world’s finest book-
shop’. Earlier, Selexyz Dominicanen was already
awarded the prestigious Lensvelt Architecture In-
terior Award 2007 for the decoration of the store.
www.selexyz.nl
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