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he Hague is the “unofficial’

capital of the Metherlands:

it is home to the Dutch roval

family, the Government, all

manner of historic palaces

and more than 100 embassies and

multi-national institutions. It's also the

Sowrth UN city and, thanks to the World

Forum, is one of Europe's leading

congress cenires, As the setfing for

e Peace Palace and the international

Lourt of Justice, The Hague can claim
0 Be the city of peace and justice

Leemopolitan and genial Maastrichi,

st on the banks of the River Maas

and wedged in between Belgium and

E==many in the south of the country;

plaped an important roleas the setting

B #he qoms Masctricht Tregty wshich
= N VI L iy, Ve

erested the new Eurape including the
#tn. It is one of the oldest cities in
e Netherlands, with lots of evidence
B Rorean times onwards

fhe. Hague Conwvention Bureau's
U sccount manager Paul Swain says:
Becent fam trips have included the
sees of American Express, Barclays
capial, Cisco Systems, HBIL Informa,
Grass Roots, MOl and World Events.
They have all been very positive about
pur ‘green credentials.

“The Hague can offer arganisers
& refrechingly different perspective
on evepts in Holland by heading
south from Schiphol, just 40 minutes
By road and even less by train. And
while The Hague apens up uniguely
offerent experiences, it is percelved as
2 no-nonsense business destination,
collectively offering a safe pair of
hands and good value for money.”

The self-styled Royal City by the Sea
combines global grandeur and almaost
So0 years of haritage with the seaside
gdelizhis ofthe resorts of Scheveningen,
full of mightclubs and restaurants, a
casing, a vachting marinag and the
af Steigenberger  Kurhaus
totel, dating from 1838s, along with the
mare relaxed resart of Kijkduin,

Spearheading The Hague's
canventions offer, The World Forum
mecently hosted the UN's intemational
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conferenceon the future af Afghanistan,
with 72 delegations (7oo delegates)
fram all owver the warld and keynote
speakers  including UN hﬂecretar‘-.r
General Ban Ki-Moon, US Becreiarv af
State Hillary Clinten and Afghanistan's
President Hamid Karzai

The wvenue's annual calendar
includes  conferences for  the
International Criminal Court and the
Organisatian far the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapaons, The complex has
nowy introduced 8 hotel  bookings
service, the last link in its full-service
cancept,

and, Inevitably, the cty s well
represented by global hotel names
including Steigenberger, Crowne Plaza,
Starwoad (Luxury Collection), Hovotsl,
MH-Hotels and, fram spring nest year,
a new five-star Hilton. In total there
are maie than 4,000 rooms across all
price categaries.

Despite its global profile, The Hague
s quintessentially Dutch. Maastricht,
meanwhile, offers a differentambience,
more relaxed, more southem European.
Its iocation cheek-by-jow!l with Belgium
and Germany is part of the explanation,
along with s southerly riverside
setting, It also offers 3 thriving café

Café-gociety thriving in busting Moasteicht

society, large multi-national student
population, great shapping and dining
plus green hilly surroundings.

Wany of the city's ieading conference
hotels have undergone refurbishment
and expansion programmes or have
plans in the pipelne, including the
Crowne Plaza, the Eden Designhotel
Maastricht, the apart Hotel Randwyck
and Maowvotel Maastricht.

Mew Mazstricht Convention Bureau
members  include the cibe-centre
Thiessern Winery and a couple of
elegant meeting and bangueting
complexes set just acrass the Belgian
border: Landgoed Altembrouck, an
18th century estate set in the hills
and forests of the Voerstreek, and Slot
Pietersheim at Lanaken, a ten-minute
drive from  Maastrichl, Restaurant
Beluga and Hotel Yan der Valk
Maastricht joined the bureau in July.

Local special events planners play
a similarly active role. M-Event’s
niewly expanded fleet of vehicles now
includes  ten ‘Wolkswagen Beatles
and 25 super-trendy Balian Vespas.
TreaT has launched a highly inventive
team-building programme and ZIN
recently became the Bureal's newest

PEO member.
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